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CONGRESS.

Sz¥atE, Dec. 10.—Not in session.
Houvsg, Dee. 10,—Mr. Hickman called attetion to
the fact that 1o notice waa taken in the journal of pro-
ceedings of bia resolution to sdopt the Plarality rule,
and moved that the journal be amended so a8 Lo state
that fuct.  The Clerk stated that the resolution was
merely read for information.  Hereupon a discussion
ensned, much of which wius of & personal and p litics
pature.  Without coming to any apparsnt conclusion,
the House adjourned, after Mesars. Kellsgg and Logan
made upologies und explanuiions for the rowarks they
wade in the House on Friday.

—-—————
Dates from Brownsville to the 4th inst. have
been receised ot New-Orleans.  Several akir-

mishes bad taken place, but nothing important had

oceurred.
SR

The Committee on Federsl Relations of the
South Carolina Legistature have submitted two
reporte—from s majority and a minority—the first
rosommending the passage of resolutions declaring
the right of the State to secede from the Union,
and the latter reported resolutions that the South-
ern Btates generslly may rely upon the uid of South
Carolina in vindieating their rights, and that the
military coutingent fund be inereased $100,000.

e e ———

THE HMOUME.

All manner of negotiations and figurings have been
going on for 8 fuw days past between the Democrats
aod the South Americans in the House, with a view
to earrying the organization by a ecombination of
thelr forces; but, it is understood, to no purpose,
The Democrats, we learn, hove offered te drop
their own condidate for Speaker and cast their
ninety-three votes unanimously for s South Ameri-
cnt, promded the 8. A.'s could ndd thereto votes
cnough to elect him—twenty-six being the probable
puwber required.  The latter were of course ex-
peeted, in the dicker, to cost their votea likewise
for Demecrats for all the subordinate posts,  The
bargain fell through, for two reasons; first, the
South Americans could not furnizh to the joint con-
corn the amount of eapital required of them;
gocondly, some of them did not like the company
propused for them, and refused to be bound to vote
for Democrata, It is now morally certain that Mr,
Sherman must‘be elocted Speaker, though perhs s
ot for weeke yet, s both Demoersts and South
Amerieans resist the Plurality rule, yot refuse to
sugpest any practieable substitute, and steadily vota
s0 08 {o provent organization, 1t would certainly
seem that those who have no remaining hope of
olecting o Bpeaker after their own beart, might at
least withhold their votes, and so let the House be
organized without them; but be that between them
and their constituents.

We beg the Republican Members to rest nssured
that their constituenis gre in no hurry.  So long s
they stand to their guns, making few and short
speeches, proposing and voting for no early adjourn-
wents, but voting solid for Speaker as often as they
can get a chance, sud ready to adopt the Plurality
rule whenever an opponent shall propose it, they
are doing a good business—probably better than if
the House were orgauized. If those who want
money from the Treasury can wait, we, who have
ply to grant it, certainly can. Lel us take things
vary cuolly,

e ——

GWEIAT I8 THE QUENTION, MR,
MPEAKER?

I. The N. Y. Times, aome woeks ago, officiously
volunteered to give Tne TRIDUNE information on
political topics, to the extent of its ability, We
closed with the offer, and thereupon propounded
this question: ** What do yos mean by the phirase
oo Northern sectionslism " "—The Times having
used that phrase, and not for the first time, in an
opprobrious sense, in the article on which we were
commenting. To this inquiry, we could ohtain no
responss, though we repeated it from day to day,
until sll bope of eliciting an answer had vauished.
The superserviceable anxiety of our neighbor to con-
tribute to our enlightenment vanished ut the first
manifestation of our willingness to profit by it, and
could not be recovered.

A mouth, perhaps, transpired, when The Times
again put its head out of its shell, and broadly as-
sorted that the Republican Platform had undergone
u trunsformation since 1866, This averment we
prowptly coutradicted, citing in i refutation the
obvious fact that there had beea no Convention or
other Nations]l assemblage gince 1856 with author-
ity to modify the Republican Platform; beuee it
was not possible that any change should have been
made, Again The Times found relief from an
awkward dilemma in a stubborn silence.

On Saturday, however, The Times was embol-
dened to make a new demonstration. Its article is
quite long, but its lesding propositions are as fol-
lowe:

Joopardy it bas e soeured bo Preada, Th principie of
Lutgresstoral legldation for the sachuion of ¥ froem the
Tertitories, bas vven aunulled by a declsion of the Soprews

Court ; nnd, even i 1L Led put thets b+ uo teeritory s sxposed to
the denger a1 to dremuad ite exnreise.’’

—To these naked assections, we oppose notorious
facts. Slavery is this day legalized in Kansas; and
glaves have been sold there, or at least advertised
for sale, upon legul process, within a few
months. The blackswith ot Denver last June of
Russell, Waddell & Co., Army contractors, was
aslave, and the laws of Territorial Kansas held
him iu that condition. Now, the new State of Kun-
san covers hardly a third of the Territory of Kan-
sas, and its Constitution ean have no effect outside
of its own limits. The late Territorial Legislature
of Kansas was, by the most unserupulous and
adrvit Demoerstic maveuvering, hindered from
maturing its sct to abalish Slavery in that Territory;
50 that the old Slave Code remains in force. We
elieve every Federal Court will decide that, in ad-
ition to whatever may be made out of the Consti-
utional right of the alaveholders fo take their
uman merchandise into every Territory, the Torri-
orial scts of Knnsas legalize and establish Slavery
in all that portion of the Territory of Kansas not
seluded in the embryo State of like name—that is,
throughout the Denver or Pike's Peak gold region,
which basairendy thousands of whiteinhabitants, and
will soon have o hundred thousand. 'We were per-
sonally informed by Brighum Young last July that
Blavery was legatized and slaves held in the vast
Territory of Utah. Arizona is now before Congress
for u Territorial organization; while ber locality
and the well-known prepossessivns of her prominent

men render the legalization of Blavery therein
morally certain. Finally, New-Moxioo has, within
the current year, enseted the most oppressive,
sweeping slave code ever known—onse that will
naturally opersate to reduce to Slavery every free
colored mnu who wentures ioto that Territory.
Unless Congrees sheuld annul this net, New-Maxico
is a# thoroughly slaveholding in its laws aod polity
B¢ Mssiseippi ever was. How then ean it be as-
serted that the issup of 18506 la settled ! But The
Times says ** the prineiple of Congressional legisla-
« tion for the exclusion of Slsvery from the Terri-
v tories haa been awmnmulled by 8 decision of the
« gupreme Court.” We don't know about the
Supreme Court’s amulling a principle.  That
Court in s formidable authority, no doubt: but we
suspeet snnulling a prineiple to be rather beyond
its power. Will The Times favor us with 4 citation
of the paseage wherein the arduous task is at-
tempied !

If the Supreme Conurt has indeed undertaken to
any that Congress eannot prohibit slaveholding in 8
Territory, it etill remnins to be seen that Congress
carmot, by n declaratory act, define and affirm the
nutursl politieal rights of each adult rationsl hu-
man being uraccused of erime. Rely on it
viwhere there's a will, there's a way;" and, if the
Pecple of the United States really desirs to exeludo
Slavery from their Territories, they canoot be
balked of that purpose.

Dut sgain: The question st issue affects not
merely the territories we already possess, but those
we may hereafter acquire as well. The acquisition of
Cuba, snd of (st least) 8 portion of Mexico, are
already above the horizon of our future. They will
socn be conepicusus if not controlling, The Times
b seemed, off and on, to favor the policy of aequi-
gition in either ease. Now, if Slavery bas s consti-
tutional right to plant itself in the territories we
recontly aequired from Mexico, it hes clearly an
¢qual right in those we may hereafter sequire—uot
to spesk of Cuba, in which it is already firmly
estublisted. We are quite confident that the Su-
preme Court has not yet denied the right of our
citizens to oppose further snnexations on the ground
of their inevitable tendency, obvious intent, and
necessary effvet, to extend the area and increase the
power of American Slavery. If not, the Republi-
lan party has vot yet been adjudged uncoustitu-
tional, even by that august tribunal. So we ahall
not need to get up a pew platform in 1560 on
account of the Supreme Court having confiscated
our old one.

IL. The Times atones for its reticence in backing
up its reiterated but questionable arerments by its
alserity and volubility in setting forth new ones,

Thus it proceeds:

“ 'l prineipie of Popular SBoversizuty, moteover, hawever It
miy be questivned in forus, Las been establishod in fact. and will
bereafier sottle all disputcs that may arise coucerniog Slavery lo
new Territorios of tie United States.  Tle coutrovessy upon tide
point s over.”"

—Thie ia the precise doctrine affirmed by the

Democrney of the North-West, led hy Senstor
Douglas in person, in the recent contests in Qlio,
Towa, Wisconsin sud Minnesota, and voted down in
cuch of them, These States decided that the cou-
troversy was mof over, thot the Republican platform
of ‘56 was rot obsolete, sud That what is esiled
“ Popular Sovereiguty " is o humbug, This decis-
jon may have been very perverse and arong-headed
on their part, and due to the limited circulation of
The Times in those States respectively; but it is
pevertheless o fact, and, ns such, entitled to some
respect, even from The Times.

—What is * Populsr Sovereignty,” os applicable
to the case inband T What does it requiro and
teach with respect to Slavery in the Territories ?
The Times cannot be unaware that the doctrine or
{heery has about as mony different expoeitions a8
advocates. As originally set forth, it affirmed the
right of the People of a Territory es such, acting
{hrough its Legislature, to eatablish Slavery when-
ever they should see fit, or to forbid it, if they should
deem that course advisable; sod assumed that,
unless und until they should so establish it, it would
have vo rightful or lega! existence in said Territory,
Judge Bronson, indeed—ene of our most able and
steaddnst Nationnl Democruts, just chosen ehief
Law Officer of our City—declined, in s public letter
in 1848, to join the FreeSol party, ez
pressly on  the ground that Slavery had
po legal existence in the Territories, and that it
could not be established or legulized therein unless
by an express, affirmative aet of Congress, which
would not be passed; hence (he fairly argued) pro-
hibitive legislation was unoecessury; and the Dem.
ceratic State Convention which met at Syrucuse
in Sept. '45, and nominated Cass and Butler Elve.
tors, with Chancellor Walworth for Governor and
Charles O'Conor for Lieutenant, expressly io-
dorsed Judge Bronson's view of the matter, i
these words:

“ Hessdeed, That the srcusstion, come from whenoe it may. thet
the Demsoorutle pasty of the Unlon of the Densovratic party of
Dew -York s n favor of exteuding Savery to termilory oow
Free, inn libel alike wpon 1ruth and justics; that, in stuading
Lt the wallsettied guaraities of Lhe { oustitution, we s-card 1o
the States. each for itelf, entire sl undispute § control over the
question of Elavery within it Husits, und 1o the Feople of the
Fwtritetins the right to determine it for themeslves—a right e
sential 5ot less 10 ite exclusion than to ite adwision thervin;
thas, if the night of interfarence by Congress be all swed, we be-
lieve, with an eminen! juzist of oui State, Lhst it s pot uncessary
uot expedient to call opcn that bedy to leglalste upon Las sub-
et that Slarery conned el whete there Lo po positive law o
wphwd 12, 8f . ttay mecessary tAal of shosld be forbidden, bus
amunph tAal if @ naf speniaily authorized.'”

—Weeannot say what effect the Dred Seott decis.
ion may have exerted over the opinions of our
National Democerats; but if they hold unreservedly
to-day to the position thus taken by them in 1345,
we deem their doetrine sounder than even that of
Senator Douglas, whom The Times svems to have
taken as its oracle for some time pust.  And if we
are 10 understand, as the snti-Douglas wing of the
Democracy seem to do, that Slavery goes into
every Territory by virtue of the Federal pact or
Constitution, and eannot be driven thence until
suid Territory, ceasing to be a Territory, shall be-
come 8 Stabe, then we submit that the ery of Popu-
lar Sovervignty in the Territories becomes an illu-
sion—a smare—a fraud.

I11. But The Times proceeds obliquely to argue
that the Republican party has changed its creed, as
follows:

“1t b by la s that the Re
e A e
qr:: war ul:'l'hv;', tanif i the - m&ﬁ’."w*:f ;:-'!::
wedually throwlug side ite ustious! chargeter, sad becoming
opeely & sectionsl, Auti-Slavery, Abolitlon purty. s
orgaus deny Lhe sharge ih words, but the very terus of Lhe
fuvalve a substantial sdmlslon of ite truth.

“Pus Taiarss, for exsmple, which clsime and is as
;mmuh.pﬂum;mu.mmmnq
ianguage in its e of yesterday—""

—We beg The Times to understand, once for all,
that Tur TRIBUNE spesks for itself, not for the
Republican party. That party propounds its prin-
siples through delegated Conventions of its mem-
bers, not through the voluntesrsd utteranees of any
newspoper. THE TRIBUNE was Anti-Slavery be-
tore the present Republican party was organized, snd
will doubtless eontinue to be so after that party,
having fulflled its mission, shall have passed sway,
ax all parties suceessively do, or should do. We
trust it will mot be necessary to reitorate this re-
minder,

IV. The paragraph which The Times proceeds fo
cite from our columns is that which avers that John

Brown and his confederates were not sectional in

their views and aspirations—that they sought oot to
injure but to bepefit the South. Harving ampl fisd
on this statement, The Times proceeds:

point for the public t, whether the Rapubli-
. o condent te e

Fas party interpretalion—wheiter
only e Teerimal’ wi Jobn Feveen, and whether it propescs 1o
plat fteell poe the pistform thus socupied by Tan (ursgye

—Surely, we need not expose the half-dezen
sophistries and sssumptions bers rolled together. |
Tug TRIBUSE bas proposed vo platform for itsell, |
wuch lesa for the Republican party. Wa bave |
simply stated that the word ** sectional ” is improp-
erly used to charscterize Brown's Virginia raid;
which, bowever mistaken or culpable, is something
quite other tham * aectional;” whervnpon Ths
Times asks if the Republiean psriy intends to be
8 “aectional” as John Drown, and proposes to
plant iteell on THE TRIBUNE'S platform! Such
logie implies & contewnpt for the understanding of
its readers,

Y. The Republican party is distinetly, unequivo-
eally, determinedly opposed to the Exteusion of
Slavery under the flag of our Uninn—in other
words, to an extension of the area whereon slaves
may be legally beld and worked within the gro-
grophical boundaries of the United States. Such
is substantially its creed, ta platform, its guiding
purpoee.  Now, that purpose implies and iavolves
» conviction that Slavery is wrong ; if not, the re-
sistance to its extepsion would be unjustifiable.
Hepee, those who would uphold sud commend
tbe Republican party or its principles must be
prepared to show that Slavery is wrong, or be
exposed to & nonsuit, If Slarery ig not wrong, then
the existence and efforts of the Republican party
are without justification. There is so far, there-
fore, an identity of views between Republicans and
Abolitionists that both sgree to the fundameutal
propesition aforesaid. And if, to be sn Abolition-
ist, it is ouly requisite that one should consider
Slavery an evil, then nearly or quite all Republi-
cans are Abolitionists, Butif to be an Abolitionist
it ix requisite to hold—as Jobn Brown did—that all
const tutions and laws tbat sim or seek to uphold
Stavery are necessarily null and void, and that &
citizen of New-York may rightfully seek to subvert
Slavery in Virginia, or any other State, by violanes
and force, thes not one Republican in every hun-
dred is an Abolitionist—probably not one in every
thourand.

—The fundamental, the initial, underlying ques-
tion offecting American Politics, then, is simply
this—Is Human Slavery right or wrong ! 1T right,
then all manner of opposition to it ought to be
abandoned or desisted from; but, if wrong, it by
no meaps follows that all maoner of Anti-Slavery
wetion is justifiable. 'We have still to eonsdor the
limitations of our own power, and the rights of
others to immunity from our interference with their
peculisr concerns. We, for example, condemnod
tbe Dorr rebellion in Rbode Taland, though we ap-
proved the object it contemplated. ‘We eondemn
the Liguor Traffic; but we do not thersfore pre.
sume that wo have a right to run sbout with an ax,
smashing in the heads of whisky-barrels and brandy-
pipes. We should not be justified in doing that
heres still lees in Richmond ar New-Orleans.

—Mr, Curry of Alsbama, in his digoified and
statesmanlike remarks of Saturday, touched the
core of the matter; and the new Union-saving
Committee timidly snd ambiguously approach it in
their call for o meeting ** to discountenance and
“ oppose sectionalism in sl ifs forms.” They say:

“ We maintaln that the North and South were crested for

wach other ; that there s & nstural and pecessary Ity butwean

themn, peren . kistory, religion, lun . and geographical
pmllw‘?: anil :.l.:t' nmo?uuir llmcnl‘rl mates sud -l! erent

Jorma of industry mdd strength to this bund of Unlon, by suabling
them to supply each ethen’ wanta”

~—That, now, is talking te the point, though
gingerly. Messra. Beekman, Watls Sherman &
Co. bere mean that Slaveholding i+ a partoership
copcern between the North and the Sputh—that we
scll & great many more goods to the Slave States,
and make more profit out of their trade, than we
could if our customers did not own and breed
slaves: thot the subjection of S8ambo and Dinab to
a life of boeing and picking cotton without wages,
ennbles Magea to buy more cxpeasive brandies of
Ben. Whitlock, and Misuss to pay higher for her
dresses of A, T. Stewart, than they could or would
do if they were under the disagreeable necessity of
paying wages to their Iaborers. And that is the
real mercantile ecreed of New-York, to-day,
and the remson whby this City is so strongly
Pro-Slavery, and in urgent need of the facts and
figures embodied in Mr, Helper's ** Impeading Cri-
sogin,” The unspoken belief of the mass of our
tranders is that, though Slavery may be abstractly
wrong, it is concretely profitable; and, as the South-
ern masters will huve to stand all the consequent
fire and brimstone, our profit out of it is so wueh
clear gain. We, on the contrary, believe that nothing
wrong ever was or can be profitable; that Slavery
curses and blights both the South and the North;
and that it is the urgent interest of both to bring
itto an end so soon as posaible. This is the first
question in order; when this is settled, we can sec
what pext. Meantime, we must keep Slavery
within its present boundaries, until the argument
shall have been concluded.

o —— 4
CALEE ONCE MORE.

We have lovked cver the proceedings of the Bos-
ton Union-Saving meeting again, sud must have
another word with the ex-Brigadier, his speech
being the gem of the occasion. Of course. he was
severe upon the Abolitionists.  Indeed, Caleb was
suvage. He raved like s madman; be cursed like
a very drab. He denounced vengeance upon Wen
dell Phillips snd Garrison, Theodore Parker and
Emerson, by name; consenting fo let the ** traitors”
down from the gallows, ouly on eondition that they
be went speedily to the ssylum as * lunatics.”

The day is not remote when Caleb dealt more
tenderly with these people. We refer to the time
when, at the solicitation of an Anti-Slavery leader,
be got out of his bed at Salem, and sifting in his
night-shirt and slippers, wrote s beseeching letter
to the Abolitionists of Essex North, begging for
their votes in the then pending Congressional con-
test, on the express pledge that he would advoeate
the interdiction of the alave-trade between the
States, and the immediate abolition of Slavery in
the District of Columbia and the Territories. They
listened to Caleb’s wail, and Caleb wos elected.
And right bravely did be redeem his pledge, de-
nouncing the **Slave Power” for many successive
sessions with a zest scarcely equalled by that of
Wade and Giddings,

We refer also to the period when Caleb, then in
Congress, used to write letters to the Secretaries of
the American Anti-Slavery Bociety, in this city,
making valuable suggestions a3 to the mannarim
which Abolition documents should be got up so0 as
to be most effective in earrying on *the erusade
“pgninst the South;” aad when he used to corre-
spond with the editors of The Emancipator, as to
the best mode of conducting that *incendiary”
journal, Caleb himself, if we mistake not, farnish-
ing for its columns 8 few specimen articles, We
are certain that the readers of The N. Y. Mirror
bave not forgotten the glowing criticism of Whit-

eolumes, wherein Caleb
pnhbdopttnlomlﬁthm&-o *“The
“Yankee Girl,” the most *‘sectional” production
that ever emausted from the pen of the Quaker
Iyrist.
Waiving furtber dotaile, suffice it to say, we refer
the time when Caleb was wonl to defond the

(he wrote it) took special —eoopomical, moral,

' ean have the investigation on these points, thea

Abolitionists in Washington, and claimed to bs |

wons of "em” when in Massachusetts. Whoever
else may have forgotten those days, Caleb has not.
True, Le hss throws a geod many summersaults
sivoe, one of the most remarkable of which was
his lesp upon the bench of the Supreme Courtof
Massochusetts from the arms of that ** Coalition”
which sent Chsrles Sumner to the Senate: Caleb
imself siding in the adjustment of the programme
which gave birth to both these results,

Whoever thinks it strange that Cushing now
ansthemnatizes so savagely those whom he once sp-
planded so fraternally, should remember that apos-
tates always take special pains to convince their
pew allies that they nre not as armat hypoorites
now ax they were whea they shouted with the other
eruwd. Therefore, it was politio for Caleb, right
there, in the very hot-bed of Abolitionism, to ehower
wormwood end gall upon the beads of his old
easociates.

But, in his Fapeuil Hall tirade, the ex-Attorney-
Geperal had the temerity to attack snother class
vpon whibn be, as a National Democrat, cannot #o
well afford to make war. Dr. Slop eautioned peo-
ple vot to curse the devil too severely. True, the
antique doctor gave this sdvice on general prinoi-
ples, and with no reference to the ingredients com-
posing the Democratic party, that organization not
bavicg then sprung into existence, But, regardloss
of this advics, Caleb, in his Boston speech, took
oceision to sbuse the devil most roundly; and not
{be bead of the Satavie family ouly, but the whole
race, denout cing them as ** damoed derils in hell!”
W tell Mr. Cushing in all seriousness, this won't
do. 'The party in this city abused Fernando Wood
till self respect compelled them to quit it. And
where isitnow? Does Mr, Cushing propose to
drive the devil and bis imps from the Demoeratic
fold 7 We tell him the National Democracy cannot
survive the exedus! He may abuse the Boston
Abglitionists with impunity; for they will neither
vote nor fight. DBat let him beware how he drives
from the party the other personages of whom we
are speaking.

Caleb, hiving seen war (he told the audience he
had), was not for tendering mere words to the
South, like Everett, the rhetorician, Ho was for
throwing bis pluck and his sword into the seale, 84
became o brigadice, Consequently be sssured the
quuking population beyond the Potomac that, if o
fight eame off, he should be on hand. This is com-
forting. One soldier like Cushiog in such o crisis
is worth n thousand Ciceros, And, we beg to ns-
sure the South, that if thers isa eollision, and
Caleb does take the field in person, then, if some-
body does n't speedily land in o deep diteh, wo
have read the history of the brigadier’s Mexican ox-
ploits in vain,

1f Mr. Cushing had not been engaged in the laud-
able work of saving the Union, we should be
tempted to fear that his Boston performance was
not dignified, nor hardly decent; that it was not
the argument of a logician, nor the speech of a
statesman, nor the deelamation of sn orator; that
its loftiest parts were mere hisaing-hot vicuporation;
its lowest, the ravings of & common scold.  Anin-
cident near the elose drowned the whole affair in
ridieuls. Cushing was in the midst ol Lis perora-
tion, He was raining down his bittereat philippies
upon Republican Massnchusetts,  Ho compared the
old Commonweslih to a ship in a storm, whose
erew, drunk with fanaticism, had mutinied, and,
in their Bocchanalian orgies, were lotting the gal-
lunt veesel * drift, drift, drift onward to perdition.”
The audience were breathless, and, as he doubted
not, nwfully frightened at the vivid pieture. Wish-
iog to give a thrust at her Republican Governor,
he raised hig voiee to its highest comprss and
screnmed, *Where is  the helmsman? Whe
“is he 1" An irreverent Abolitioniat in the gallery,
with his eye on the State Liquor Agent, shouted in
response, “ DraNgam ! This was too much.
The entire audience exploded with lsugbter. The
platform roured, the floor shouted, the galleries
screamed, for the space of ninety seconds. And
during every one of these ninety seconds, the Union
drifted ropidly toward a lee shore! At longth Cush-
ing—the heartless wretch shook with laughter—by
an effort equalled only by thut of Piekwick when
Blotten, the envious haberdasher, broke the thread
of his discourse, recovervd his gravity ond his
voiee, and, by superbuman exertions, was able to
bring the Union back to its moorings, and his
epeach to an end, in the space of about one minute.

History furvishes ouly one puraliel to this orator-
ical shipwreck. The event happened in Newbury-
port, the place of Gen. Cushing's res'dence, Many
years sgo, o preacher of that ancient town, whose
warm imagivation drank in the nautical beautics of
the loeality, wus descanting before a large audience
upon the perils of unrepestant sinnors as they
drifted down the stream of time, He compared
them to o tempeat-tossed bark, bowing under the
burricane, every bit of canvas torn from its epars,
and driviog furiously upon adjacent breakers, At
the climax of his skillfully elaborated metaphor,
the minister shouted, ** And how, Oh how ! shall
the poor mariner be saved 1" An old salt in the
gallery, with his whole soul abworbed in the scene,
sprang to his feet and weresmed: ** Let him put
“ his helm bard down, and bear away for Squam "

| ———————————— —

We observe in a lste telegraphic dispateh, in
reference to one of the recent incipient knockdowas
of the harmonions congregation of individuals at
Washington, kuown by courtesy as ** the House,”
thut Mr, Keitt of South Carolina * seted as peace-
“ maker.,” What is the meaning of this? Has the
sgitation gone far enough to suit our alavebolding
friends! Do they find that the programme of ex-
citement and alarm is likely to prove an unprofit-
able speculstion? Have they really discovered
that it is better and safer for Slavery to allsy rather
thgn inflame existing irritation? If so, we shall
be very glad of it, and we will meet the disposition
in & corresponding temper. But we desire to have
it fully understood that, if the South desires crimi-
vation, agitation, and & general fuss all round, the
North is quite ready, and not the least alarmed at
it. 17, on the contrury, it desires to meet the North
on pacific terms, snd be civil, and decent, and gen-
tlemanly, the North is quite resdy, s it always is
ready, for that,

As if there were not quite enough agitation on the
Slavery question just now, Mr. Slidell, we see, pro-
poses to bring up his Cuba annexation project.
This will cpen the discussion on s broader basis
than John Brown's expedition affords. For Mr.
Benjamin threw down the gauntlet laat 8pring, and
challenged a compsrison between the two systems

: political, and intellsctasl,
The discussion wes prematurely out short by the
close of the last session, but if Mr. Slidell ins'a, be

barvely commenced, fully carried out. The histery

of the past few weeks will afinrd fresh master for

illustrating the bappy workivgs of the patrisrehsl

institution, and demonstrate how much the happi

ness, the coneord, and the tranquillity of the nation

depend on the ineresse and extension of Slsvery,
S ——————

The eepoinnge over the mail which Mr. Post-
master Tloit bas instituted is far worse than sny
similarsystem established by Deapotic Guvernments,
For they at least confide the office of seareh
examinstion to men of intelligence, while
confers the right of rubbery and confiseafion apey
every blockhead or politieal ruffian who can wormy
his way into any Post-Office in Virginia, from
Richmond down to Flat Top. :

The Union-Savers are perploxed in their choice
of & Chairman for their coming demonstration,
Why nst take Mr. James Gordon Bonnett? He
bas scared up the meeting, why not let him previde 1
To be sure The Herald has lately been scalteriogs
great many firebrands in the South in the shape of
incendiary documents, but the editor's disinterested
though misguided realin behall of Slavory fairly
catitles him to the post. Set him up.

THE LATEST NEWS,

RECEIVED BY

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH,

From Washinglem.
Spaolal Dispatch te The N. Y. Tribune
WasHisaTox, Doe. 11, 1860,

FAILURE OF DEMOCRATIC HOPES, ;
Horace F. Clark’s speech yesterday discouraged
the Demoersey, who had remote hopes of his
uecession upon 8 change of candidates. He said
distinetly that he could vote for no man ecoupying
Mr. Bocock's postion. He bas no practical re-
course but to vote for Mr. Sherman or the plurality
rule, one of which his friends saticipated. "
THE REPUBLICANS AND JOHN BROWN—HELPER'S
BOOK. s
Mr, Curry of Alabama, in & speech yesterday,
manfully acquitted the Republicans from any eom-
plicity with Brown's foray, or responsibility for '
Helper's Book.
THE DEMOCRACY AND DISSOLUTION, .
e declived snswering Mr, Etheridge's distined
question whether Mr. Bocock entertained the senti-
ment be bad avowed, that the election of & Repub-
lican President would be a cause for dissolution,
Thut decluration has been” hade soveral times, bub
the Demoeraey refuse to explain the pesition of
their candidate, while assailing Mr. Saermaa for nok
submitting to further examination, ]
THE ORGANIZATION.
It is believed the discussion will continua in the
House seversl days more, and perhaps duriag the
week, Democrats being determined to resist the 5
plurality. The Opposition generally recommend &~
lence on owr side, which letters from all quartoes

approve.

SENATE DISCUSSION.

The Senate will also take a wide rango oa
Mr, Mason's resolution, .

THE SENATE COMMITTERS. _

The Committee of the Demoocatic Senate Csueus
will not materially slter the arrangement of the
Standing Committees,

THE SPEAKERSHIP.

Messrs, Adrain, Rigge, and Davis entertain the
opinion that Mr, Davis can be eleoted Speaker by
the aid of the Democracy and others; henoe their -
position. 1t in betieved now if their votes can elect
u Demwocrat they will be given at the last moment.

SENATE PRINTING,

Mr, Bowman of The Constitution, will bo elooted
Sennte printer, and the Administration will erowd
all possible patronage there. Bat for the Harper's
“erry sffuir, which has consolidated the Southern
vote, he would bave had no chance.

THE SAN JUAX AFFAIR,

The War Department proposes no additional in-
struetiona to Gen. Bcott. The joint ocoupation of
San Juan probably, is restored by this time, on the
boris of his proposition to Gov. Donglass, and
nothing is left but the discussion of the titls botween
the two Governmenrts, with which he has no eon-
cern.  Gen, Haroey will remain in oharge of his
department on the Paeifie for snotber year.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE,

Unless the President suddenly chunges his intens
tion he will send his messge to the Senate to-mor-

Tuw,

MIt. DOUGLAS NOT GOING SOUTH.

Mr. Douglas hasabandoned his purpose of
the South, and expects soon fo reaumo his sest in
the Senate,

THE SOUTHERN OPPOSITION,

The Southern Opposition held o meeting last
vight, Mr, Gilmer acting as chsirman, It was re-
solved unnnimously not to support any Demoomt
fur Speaker, but to maintain their present position,
consisteutly voting for one of their swn men. This
is their first formal and decisive action a8 u party.
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